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Value of F mgerprmt Records in Preventmg |
Employment of Criminals inder False Pre-:

- :\, 5 R

tenses and in Tracmg Wltnesses : :_-«.m:
o By JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, . ;'-_--_ IR
. - Director, United Stata Bureay of Invatigaum \ venca

18 PRDBABLY beeause nnxervrmu first |,

came into widespread usage in law en-

forcement work, that the general public
has associated this indispensable means of
{dentification with crime and criminals.

When considering the many identification
bureaus throughout the world, the Identifica~
tion Division of the United SBtates Bureau
of Investigation is recognized nationally and
internationally as possessing the largest res-
ervoir or source of crlminal identifying data
in existence. .

‘The Bureau has more- than 3.576 ooo finger-
prints and more than 4,696,000 index cards
in its collections, involving about 2,550,000
different lndeun!s During the last fiscal
year 573,731 fingerprint cards were received
in the Bureau and 39 per cent of these were
identified with prior records. - At this time
nearly 2200 additional cards are being re-
ceived in the Bureau daily from more than -
5,800 contributing law enforcement agenclu
in the United sutes and foreign countrlu.

This huge sotirce of identification dau in
addition to furnishing indispensable data for
law enforcing agencles, also has additional
uses which are avallable to the individual.

How can an employer defermine through
the setvices of the Bureau if & prospective
employe has a criminal record? How may &
citizen determine the whereabouts of neces-
sary witnesses or prospective deicndmu in
clvunnu? -0 ..; ..-;_“ .
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--‘These questtom represent two phnes of B
'.he Bureau’s work in the civil identification |
field. In addition to these uses, the records

. of the Bureau are frequently of aid in identi~

fying unknown deoelsed peuons or unnedn
vietims, . . .
Shen the records conulned In the Bu-

K Teau's files were fqund to possess such great !
_ value for criminal purposes, many .law .en-

)

!orcement agencies initiated the mctlee o
routing or clearing through the Bureau, fin-
gerprints of applicants for positions as peace
officers to determine whether they had pre-

i vious criminal records. In addition, various

branches of the armed gervices af the United
Btates, upon occasion, have cleared their fin-
gerprints through the Bureau in this man-
ner, {dentifications averaging 8 per cent of
all these prints handled.

The United States Civil Service Oommh
sion adopted this practice about four years
ago. In a large number of cases it was found
that persons whose offenses were detected
through the fingerprints, had given untruth-

!ulmwmtoquuumonmelppum
. blanks, |
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Results obulned ln mch identlﬂuuon th
were 80 favorable that on July 1, 1933, the
Civil Bervice Fingerprint Division was con-
solidated with that of the ‘Dnlted Btates Bu-

13

Since the major pert of the ﬂngefpdht

‘identifications made by the Bureau are
.handled through the prints submitted by

Jocal law enforcement agencies, a business .
man or large employer of Jabor would have °

to secure the cooperation of his local law

enforcement agencies in submitting any fin-
gerprints to the Bureau.  If these agencies
are willing to send the fingerprints in to
Washington, the Bureau of Investigation will .
search for any existing record wit.hout ahlrle
to the local officers. .

The second class of civil prmu u thnt
which deals with the identification of un-
known deceased persons or amnesia victims,
The Bureau’s work in examining fingerprint
cards forwarded by law enforcement officers®
in the cases of persons who have been found -
dead, either from violence or natural causes,
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-or of individuals suffering from loss of mem-
ory, necessarily is usually confined to an
examination of its own criminal records. It
follows, therefore, that unless a person has
been involved in some criminal activities, an
jdentification cannot be established unless his
fingerprints correspond with one of the ap-
proximately 149,000 Civll Bervice prints now
in the Bureau's possession. .~ -

Indicative of the scope of the Bureau's
~ work in the establishment of jdentifications
of unknown deceased
rather unusual identification effected in Dec-
ember, 1930, when an individual endeavored
to eflect a robbery at Huntsville, Ala., and
was killed by a shopkeeper's wife. This per-
son was found to be identical with an es-
. caped prisoner from the North Carolina
¢ State Penitentiary at Raleigh.
* ¢ o

Another case is that of the person Who

* committed suicide In an Iows city in Nov-
ember of 1930. When his fingerprint card
was searched in the Bureau’s files it was
found he had been arrested previously in
8outh Dakota, and the Iowa officials were

.

persons, there was & .

enabled to trace his relatives from the point .

" where he had been taken into custody pre-
viously. . ..
One {nstance of misrepresentation which

was recently cleared up by the Bureau Was
that of a person living in North Carolins who

|

+

attracted wide attention through claiming to -
be a former prominent member of the la-

Fayette Esquadrille reported killed in France.

He was identified by the Bureau through a -

fingerprint search as & deserter from the

United States Navy, and was not possessed

of a World War record. .
These cases which have been described
routine cases with the Bureau. It establi - .

numerous similar identifications every mon....”

The location of prospective defendants or

h—t—_—-‘— .

_missing witnesses in court cases 1 ;nomet-r

important service of the Bureau. -'When the
Bureau is fnformed that & law enforcement
agency desires the apprehension of s fugi- .
tive and the fingerprints of that individual .
are available, s wanted notice is placed In’ :
the fugitive’s record. This insures his iden- - -
tification when his fingerprints are next re- -
celved from any of the 5,881 contributors to
the Bureau. Through this medium 350 fugi-
tives are identified each month..~ . ..

e

e+ LT

LY . . - .
An {llustration of the work of the Bureau

in jdentifying witnesses wanted in connection*
with a civil case 13 furnished in a matter
arising in SBeptember, 1931, when an identifi- -
cation effected by the Bureau resulted in
Jocating the insured person in & War Rik®
Insurance case, which was before the Vet-
erans’ Bureau. The action undertaken by
the Bureau in this matter enabled the Fed-
eral Government to successfully defend &
$10,000 suit brought against it under the pre- -
sumption that the former soldier was de- .
ceased. He had been missing for more than .
seven years. . - -

These illustrations of what may be called .
the civil identification activities of the Bu-
resu of Investigation are indicative of its
activities not only in the field of law enforce-
ment but in the identification of wvarious
persons whose true identity may be clouded
in doubt or totallly urknown. e

The Identification Division service is yen- -
dered free to all legally constituted law en-
forcement officials and agencies. Criminal
identification data on file have been of ma-
terial assistance in increasing the efficiency
of the operation of police departments and
other law enforcement sgencies, including
prosecutors and judges, as well as in assist- .

__ing many citizens in solving their problems,

.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRICTOI

o Y. 8. Buremr of Infrestigation
Bepartment of Justice
 Basljington, 8.0
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THE UINITED STATES EURTAU OF IN"VS"IG!TION

Investicative Jurisdiction.

Tre United States Bureéu of Invéstigation hes the
responsitility of investigeting offenses egeinst the lews of the
United Stetes end collecting evidence in ceses in which the.United
Stetes is or mey be e pserty, end possesses primery investigative
jurisdiction  of ghose offenses against the laws of the United -
States not speciricéllj essigned bty Congressional enactment to
other Governmentel agencies for investigetion.

TLis Bureau does not investigete violstions of the
Netioral Prokitition Act, the Nercotis lews, Smugzling, Counteffeiting,
Immigretion Lews, and certein other miscellaneous statutes.

Arong the most generally kmown violetions investigeted
ty the United States Buresu of Investigation are the rollowing.

Benkruptey Act; Antitrust Lews; National Pank and

Federal Reserve Acts; Crimes on the High Seas end

on Indien end Government Reservationé; Frauds Agé;ﬁst-

the Government; Impersonation; Feonage; Theft of

Goverrment Property; Bribervy of Government Officérs;

R LN

Espionege; Escaped Federal Prisoners; Neutrslity

e e - ———— — ———— i =



= mimim o -

1.aws; Perjury; Pardon, Ferole end Probstion Metters{
and certein violations involving interstate or
foreign transportatiyn, including the Neticnel Mo;or .

| Vehicle Theft Adt; known es the Dyer Act; White S;éve
Traffic Act, known ss thre Menn Acf; Xidnepinz; and‘.
Thefts from Inferstate Sk ipmernts.

Qrganizetion

It requires a comprehensive orgenizetion to investigate
such & lerze nurber of importent ¥Federsl crimes throuchout thg
United Stetes, Hewsii, end Aleske. In order to perfomrm 1ts_work
most expeditiously and econoricelly, the Buresu hes offices in
twenty-two cities loceted tkroughout the United States end Fawaii.

Its investigative activities are not limited by Stete boundary lines,

A Speciel Agent in Cherge hLes cherge of easch of its respective offices
ﬁhich covers & definite geogrephic sres. As occssion requires, the

e numher of employees sssigned to eech office veries with the amount

of work fo te rerforred. For instsnce, if the number of casés in

tre territory covercd by the Zecksonville, Florids, Office is com-
peretzvely few, while the nurter of cuses covercd by the New York

Office is unusuelly lerge, employees nay be shifted from Tacksonville

to the New York Cffice, or from Fortlend to Philadelphie, or from Vw:

New Orlesns to San Frzncisco, as the occession demsnds.
This is, of course, a distinct adventege, end permits

thorough end prorpt ettention to be givea every cese referred to the



evidence and fscts mey be collected and_presented te the”eppropriete,f“

TUnited St ates Attnrnﬂy in pror er form for his opinion as to prosecution.~:

Pcrsonncl

The Bureau gives most cercful consideration to the selection =

end eppointment of 81l its enployees. Only duly qualified graduates of‘,~

recognized lew schools, who are usuelly members of the bar, or expert

Accountants with Iract*cal experience, ere appointed as Speciel Apents.

Appli"ents for eprointment to investigative positiors rust be between

25 end 35 yeers of ese. Upon their eprointment, Specisl Agents ere

given intensive treining courses et Vaskington, where they gre required_

to mzster wll prheses of their work., Srecitl sgents in Cherge of the

field offi"es of -the Bureeu ere in turr selected from those employees

vLo Leve proven themselves to te possessed of investigative, edministre- -

tive, &nd executive ebility of the highest order. All eﬁployees &TE ref'

quired to render eppropriste essistence to lew enforcement cfficiale et

611 times end to strictly observe the rights of £ll persons wit wham they

come in contact. The Burcru, a3 e result or thc high sthndprd mpintvined

by its emnloyees, is enetled to rttr:ct to 1ts rrn s indlvidurls

of intcgri-
ty Lnd ttilitj.

Accorplishrents -

“he eccomplishments of the United States Buresu of Ihﬁestiget;oh;

have been comrmerded in the highest terns by tre Courts, prosecuting

.
polge,

officers, and law enforcement officisls generally. Stetistics et best
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are rstler dry, tut offer the most concise method of outlining the
' ‘ 18,8/

achievements of the Bureau. Convictions were secured in 87780 of all

ceses *nvcs*isated by the Eureau whizh were presented to grand Juries.
3,816 '

Durlng the fisnel yesr 1932, 41496 convictions =~ that 1s an

C9 .
average of more than ‘e'convictions for eaﬂh dey in the yeer - were - -

otteined in ceses irvestigated by the United States Buresu of Investigation, s

The sentences irposed in these ceses inﬂluaed ;ZIife sentences

47¢

end toteled over 85456 yeers, e:clusive of rrotationary sentences,

2657 J/
toteling y657 yeers, end suspended sentences of $85 years. The fines

B 356/17.07 o .
imposed dur1ng the same yeer totaled over ,3&3;:23:=. . - :
The totsl velue of recoveries effected in ceses wherein

ero¢oyees of the Ruresu performed investigetive work emounted to over

r~n“ ’ i
. 63
Durine the sane fiscsal year,£1255 Federal Tuzitives from
justice were loreted - &n average of beiween 3 end 4 Federsl fugitiveé
located per der. 1In eddition, the Identification Division of the Buresu

assisted verious lew enfor~ement officiels throuphout the United Stetes

2818
in. identifylro'E;izs fugitives during the seme yeer. Stolen motor
3000 $ [, J¢5 300,

vehicles runtering S—vna end velued et over ‘H.,4l64090 were recovered

in ceses in which the Purenu performed investlgative work for the

1§33
T'iscal yeer 10333 Sinze the enantrent of the Netionsl Votor Véhicle

Theft Act, or to give its roxmonly sccepted name, the Dyer A: t, in

3) 393
Octoter 1919 until Jgfe 30, 1032, &,343.stolen motor vehiczles velued

2,913, 1Y
et over v2=1¥467000-neve becn recovered in ceses in which the Buresu

performed investicative work.




Wés elTected in the operaffon'o? fﬁe Bureeu,

) o
-the—s:m of ;é*éké%ﬂ-&i of the Buresu's epproprlation for the year
lq‘s} TR ANSDO00, 00

1 rhloh toteled .ZTQEBTSEBT was returned to the Treasury as savings._

[

Id=ntifioat1on Division

/1 TLé 'uentiflcation Division of the United States Bureau of _'

s. -Investigation is meintained at Weshington, .D. C., end was esteblished
/*ﬂﬁf“)J on July 1, 1924, to opergte as a netional clearing house of identification:‘
dete., At the dete of its inception, it tegen with epproximetely 820,000 .
.- firgerprint recorﬁs wLizh had comprised the collections of the bureesu
meirteined at the United Ststes Penitentiery, Leesvenworth, Kanses, end
of the Nztionel Burezu of Criminsl Identificetion, Wnshington, D. C.,
whick hn.d been orercted by the Internrtioncl issocietion of Chiefs of
-~ Folice.
Since its estailislment in 1924, the Identificetion Division
of the United Stuteé “uresu of Investigetior has hed e phenomensl. .
WM

growth. Iuring the fiserl yesnr of 193 rlone,lit regceived over 6‘?'5-900 Jd'. y
’ l . ..1 a q g t 03 A - _.
fingerrrint cs ris A TP Hor Q Canr

I, 1923 3.l 000
On ~ebruary 1, 1933, there were mere than 3, 386 000 ringer--

prlrt records on file representing the largest and most vomplete

lleztion of ~riminsl flnver,rint reﬂords of current value existing

"enywhere in the world. This d1v1sion now receives criminal 1dent1fication

& qo0 e . :
date from over 5,300 contributors in tbe United States end foreign Ly
ccuntiries, end receives more then 2,000 fingerprint cerds each day, o

replying to eech of these cards within 36 hours.




W The subjects of over 45% of ell the prints received ere
identified es heving prior criminel records. By meens of posting
notices of wanted pzfsons in this division, the Bureeu at present'
fdentifics more then 350 fugitives eech morth, irmedietely notifying ' b”iéﬁ

the proper officiels 80 thet these fuzitives mey be tsken into custody."'

This entire scrvice is furnished free of cost and is meinteined solely

for the convenience rnd use of regulsrly constituted lew enforcement

. &~ )
officinls tnd mgincics. Thsgdrtn ¥& not mrde nvnilsble for privnte

purposes. At the brescnt time, the Identificrtion Division of the
"Her 4 ¢

Burc:u exchrnges flnacrrrlnt rcecords with ewer 33 forcisn countrics

to help cope with the operrtions of 1nturnutionul confidence men,

swindlers rnd gongsters.,

"Tugitives Wrnted by Police™ Bulletins

As en 8id to lew enforcement egencies in their wer upon crime
and criminels, the Bureeu publishes a "Fugitives Wanted by Police"

tulletin'monthly, fn which ere listed the nares, sliases, descriptioms, -

end fingerprint clessificetion of wanted fuzitives, together with the

nemes end sddresses of lew enforcement officiels end egencies to be

notified when the fugitives ere loceted. These tulletins afe dis-
.

tributed eech month égrourh the Bureeu's field offlces tﬁ'more ThHan

-—~§#=6”D lew enforcement officiels end sgencies ¢ﬁrouvhou¢~tﬁe—vntte ; 3
W *,’Wk’\’\\ '{ ’\—b—z w ?—\"1—5&.,_. ) M .

\. Crime Stetistics

By Act of Congress, aprroved June 11, 1930, the United Stetes

Buresu of Investigetion was suthorized to collect e&nd compile criminel

W —
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stetistics. During s reports were received from s
== , police departments throughout the United Stetes, representing a /
- Populetion eres of e¥er~55—e&£-eee persons. A QuErtEITY bulletin.
:3§3 corteining ‘e digest of figures ne 1fatistics hroughout the
== 4—3&-&1 S mpg
T eLtire country is issued

;;‘ Research Division 512,4142;-—¢¢u57 C;éfjf
! ‘

The Buresu also meintains et Washington e R&a&an.h—ﬁ:vreron
§ ’ for the study of kall;stlcs, hendwriting, typevwriting, photogrephy,
i .
erd fingeryrint identificstion work to kecp ebreasst of developments

T which ere of essisisnce in the scientifie investigetion of crime.

T e ——
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. o H. 3. Burenu of Inbestigation
Bepartment of Tustice
HEmbington, B. 0.

Februery 1, 1933.

THE WIITED STATTS FJRTAU OF INVVS”IGATIO“

-

Investiretive Jurisdiction.

The United Stetes Bureeu of Investigation hes the
responsitility of investigeting offenses ageinst the lews of the
United States end collecting evidence in ceses in which the United
Stetes is or mey te @ part}, end possesses primery investigative
Jurisdiction of fhose offenses>against the laws of the United
Stetes not specificslly essigned by Congressional enactment to
other Governmental egencies for investigstion.

TrLis Buresu dces not investigete violastions oq the
Ketioral Prokitition Act, the MNercotic Lews, Srmgzling, Ccunterfeiting,
Immigration Laws, and certain ofher miscellanéous statutes, .

Aroong the most generslly kmown v1olations investigeted
bj the United States Bureau of Investigetion ere the following.

Benkruptecy Act; Antitrust Lews; Netionasl Rank and

Federal Reserve Lcts; Crimes on the ngh Seas end

- on Indien end Government Reservations; Freuds Against

the Government; Impersonation; Feonage; Theft of

Goverrment Property; Bribery of Government Officers;

Espionege; Esceped Federsl Prisoners; Neutrelity

AR gt e e
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Lais; Perjury; Pardon, Perole end Probvetion Matfersf
and certein-violatiéns involving interstétp §r
foreign trensportefion, including the Neticnel Mﬁto?
Vehicle Theft ict, lmown es the Dyer Act; Vhite Slave
Traffic Act, known ss thke YMenn ict; Kidnaping;_and
Thefts from Interstete Shtipments.

Organizetion

It requires a couprehensive organizetion %o investigﬁte
such & lsrge number of importent Federsl crimes throughout the
United Stetes, Kawsii, end Aigska. In order to perform its work
most expeditiously and economicelly, the Bureeu hes offices. in
trenty-two cities loceted throughout the United States end Fawaii.

ts investigetive activities ere not limited ty Stete btoundary lines.

& Opeciel hgent in Cherge Las cherge of esch of its respective offices
which covers & definite peogrephic eres. As occesion requires, the
numter of employees essigned to esch office veries with the amount
of work to te rerformed. For instance, if the number of cases in
tle territory covercd by the':ecksonfille, Floridé, office ié com~
Teratively few, whiie the nurter of ceses covercd by the New York
orriéé is unusuelly lerge, employees may be shifted frém Jackspnjille
to the llew York Office, or from Portlend to fhiladelphie, or froﬁ_
New Orleons to San Frencisco, as the occesion demands;

This is, of course, a distinct adventege, end permits

thorough end prorpt sttention to be given every cese referred to the

g




Bureau for investigetive sction to the end that ell pertinent
evidence end facts may be collected end presented to tre appropr}ate
' United States Attorney in prorer form for his opinion as to pfosécution.

Personnel

The Buresu gives most cercful consideretion to the selection

ITeLr Y
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end app01ntment of ell its enmlovees. Only duly quulified graduetes of

SPts

recognized lew schools, who are usunlly members of the tar, or expert

s magt
AN qc“l

Accountants with rracticel experience, ere sppointed as Srecisl Agents,

' .
SR

Appliczents for eprointment to investigative positions must be between
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25 end 35 years of ege. Uron their eprointment, Specisl Agents sre
given intensive treining courses st Viashingzton, where they sre required
to muster all pheses of their work. Srecicl sgents in Charge of the
field offices of the Buresu are in turn selected from those employees
who heve proven themselves to be possessed of investigative, sdministre-
tive, end executive ebility of the highest order. 4ll employees &re re-
qu1red to render eppropriute essistrnce to law unforcenent officiula ot

8ll times cnd to strictly observe thc rights of nll persons w1th whom thcy

come in contact. The Burceu, £3 & result of the high standprd mrintrined

by its erployees, is enctled to ettrrct to its rrnks 1ndividurls or intcgri—

ty end erility,

Accorplishments

The accomplishments of the United States Buresu of InveStigation

have been commerded in the highest terms by the Courts, prosecuting

officers, end law enforcement officisls generslly. Ststistics at best



are rather dry, tut offer the most concise method of outlining the

acﬁievér:ents of the Bureau. Convictions were secured in’a. % of ell

28S€sS invest»igated by the Buresu which were presented to grend ju:_'}es.
During the fiscel year 1032, Eﬁzé—convictiohs - thaf. 1sﬁ", en

/0 ,
averagze of more then -.1-8' convictions for eech dsy in the yeer - were

otteined in ceses investigated by the United States Buresu of Investigation.

The sentences imposed in these ceses includeleife sentences
Y476 _

and toieled over B;45% yeers, exclusive of rrotationsry sentences,

2,6 - //l/Z
totelmg 3=999 yeers, end suspended sentences of years. The fines

326,177.67

imposed during the s=re year toteled ewes» ,,374 000.

The totel value of recoveries effected in ceses wherein

érployees of the Buresu performed investigetive work emounted to ewer

GHGSTbT L3772 332 Y

‘u o~

.6 932 972482. =) 116%3
During the sene fiscal yeer 7855 Federal fuzitives from

justice were lorsted - en averege of between 3 end 4 Federsl fugitives
loceted per dey. In eddition, the Identificetion Division of the Buresu
assisted verious.lew enforcement officiels throughout the United States
5518 .

in identifying -%g%-ruaitives during the same yesr. 3Stolen motor

’ 2050 J,200,307, 32
vehicles rumtering %—%EQ and velued et evem 3;436,000 were recotrered
in ceses in which the Burecu performed investigative work for the

/93 .
fiscal yeen-l%a'-.’- Sinze the enactment of the Netionsl Yotor Vehicle

Theft Act, or to give its r'o:monly sccepted name, the Dyer A*t in .

3/, 393
Octoter 1919, until June 30, 1032, 31/ 343 stolen motor vehicles velued
&2 ?/7 /93,52
8t over 3317716900 reve been recovered in ceses in which the Buresu

performed investicative work.

-
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“ %289,992,31 of the Bureesu's eppropri
5% Z, 77500000 _
hes? / whick toteled j2'978,520, was £e0G

Identificat1on Division '-_f”.

Tle Identificetion Division of the United States Bureeu of .
Investigation is meinteined at Weshington, D. C., and wasjestablisﬁg@
on July 1, 1924, to operete es e netionsl clearing house of identification A:
data. At the dete of its inception, it tegen wit: epproximetely 850,000
firgerprint records wrish hed conm;ised the collections of the buresu
meirteined at the United States Penitentiery, Leevenworth, Kansss, end
of the N:tionerl Buresu of Criminsl Identificatioﬁ, Weshington, D. C.,
vhich hsd been opercted by the Internctioncl issociestion of Chiefs of

Police.

Since its estavlishment in 1924, the Identificstion Division :;3

of the United 3tutes Pure-u of Investigrtior hns hed « phenomensl
growih. IDuring the fiserl yesr of 1932 ¢lone, it received over 573,000
fingerrrint eorrds,

. On Febtruery 1, 1933 there were more than 3,386,000 finger-
rrint records cn flle repreaeqtlnz the lergest and most 0omp1§te }
collieztion of ~riminsl finzerprint records of current value existing
enywhere in the world. This division now receives criminal identificationf:

date from over 5,300 contributors in the United étates and fbreign

ccuntries, end receives more then 2,900 fingerprint eerds each dey, .

replying to eech of these cerds within 36 hours.
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The subjects of over 45% of ell the prints received are

.‘.. LI 4

identified s heving prior criminal records. By meens of posting

notices of wented persons in this division, the Fureau st present

myiey

identifics more then 350 fugitives eesh morth, irmedietely notifying
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the proyer officirls so thet these fuzitives mey be taken into custody.
This entire service is furnished free of cost and is meintrined solely

Tor the convernience rnd use of regulsrly constituted lew enforcement

H
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officisls end ngcncius.’ This &.tr is not mrde nveilsble for privete

S

rurposeés. At the pfeSent time, the Identifiertion Division of the
Bure:u exchrnges firngerrrint records with 6Vcr 33 forcisn countrics
to help cope with the operrtions of inmtuernstion:.l confidence men,
swindlcrs :nd g:negsters.

"Tugitives W:nted ty Folice" Bulletins

As en 8id to levr enforcement agencies in their war upon crime

and criminels, the Buresu publishes & "Fugitives Wanted by Policen

tulletin monthly, in which sre listed the neres, sliases, descriptions,  §1
end fingerprint clessification of wanted fugitives, together with the S

nemes and sddresses of lew enforcement officiels esnd dgencies to be

ﬁotified when the fugitives ere loceted, These tulletins ére dis-
tributed easch month through the Buresu's field offices to more than
17,000 lew enforcement officirls end sgencies throughout the United | :#gf
Stetes.,

Crire Statistics

~ . . By Act of Congress, approved June 11, 1930, the United Stetes

Buresu of Investigetion wns suthorized to collect end compile criminél




+
.

statistics. During the year 1932, reports were received from 1578
police departments throughout the United Stetes, representing a

rorulstion eres of over 53,212,000 persons. A querterly bulletin

cortaining e digest of figures on crimeAstatistics throughout the.

entire country is issued querterly.
\

( | .
Resesrch Division -7V
. /clw J{//}/ﬁf/ e

The Buresu also malntains 8t Washington & R n
for the study of t:ellistics, hendwriting, typewriting, photogrephy,
eand fingerprint identificetion work to kecp ebresst of developments

which ere of sssis‘ense in the scientific investisetion of crime.
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DIVISION s:-:vm
DIVISION EIGHT .
‘smoemmo roor.

Effective at 9 o'clock A. ll., on Thursda,y, Auguat 10, 2
1933, the Bureau should be referred to as ﬁision of Investiga-

- eyt SR
- "4‘*;‘

tion, U. 5. Departmant of Jnstice" in aJJ. correspondence“'

U . ~(
.- vt s,

.AUG 10 |933
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United States Bureau of Investigation

Room 422, 7-25 1933

—_Director

X Mr. Nathan
_X Mr. Tolson
X Mr. Edwards
-—_Migs Gand

— Div, _
Supervisor, Steno. Pool.
btf\o Inspector

—._Supervisor

Please initial if eporoved,

and return.




To: ___Director
—~—Mr. Nathan Ry
~&£ Mr. Edwards (V'

Mr. Clegg = i/
—_Miss o}

—__Chief, Div. |
Supervisor, Steno. Pool.

Inspector

G
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i In reply to your memcrandum of even dato conomiu L
the attached proof of a form letter which is being printed fow - I
the use of United SBtates Attorneys, I wuld suggest that the BRI Pt
words ®Investigators of the Bureau of Prohibition® in the firet "
line be changed to read "Prohibition Agents of the Divisiom of
Investigation®s The papers tranmaitted with your -uerua- m o
being returned to you herewith, : T e N
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l'.':‘!'ORLfD‘UIu FOR L!R. HOOVER

—— e ————— ———

-
.

Attached is the proof of & form letter we are having g
prin ed for the use of the United S-ates Attorneys in an -
effort to securs the abatement of nuisances under the Ca:
Natfonal Prohibition Act without resorting to~ ‘court pro---

coedings,

Should the words "Bureau of Prohibition" in-

the first line be chrnge to "Division of Investigat ion sﬂ’.;:‘-

"’111_m Please return the attached reperse "

4 f .. e TP

Respectr:lly,

P PR

D. J. Heffernan—-f;,. e
Assistant Chie‘. CJ.erk. ‘

NoT RecoRDED
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Beprtment of Justics

Fashington, B. €.
August 9, 1933.

8-

O

~

BUREAU BULLETIN NO., 37
Fiscal Year 1934.

TO ALL SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE:

Effective immediately, the designation of the Bureau is

changed to Division of Investigation, U. 5. Department of Justice.

Very truly yours,

J. Edgar Hoover,

Director.
]
RECORDED E.5;%%:1‘?}fyﬂ/fgéé%?FQ;JB
& . .
S \LP\ -'ﬂ\“.-_.i _ Fxl{
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H. 3. Buren: of Jnestigation

Bepartment of Justics
Hashington, B. €.

August 8, 1933.

~

BUREAU BULLETIN NO. 36,
- Fiscal Year 1934.

TO ALL SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE:

Section 114 of the Manual of Rules and Regulations has
been changed to read as follows:

"A uniform method of listing in telephone, city,
business, and building directories and in inscrib-
ing identification data on doors of field offices
gshall be used, as follows: ~

Division of Investigation,
U. 5. Department of Justice.

If there is a section in directories given over to the
United States Government, this listing shall appear in
that section,"

Very truly yours,
J. Edgar Hoover,

Director.

CCORDLY:.,
&
INDEXED

B[,l"f:u ne LS FY PR X )

AUG 14 1933 A.m. !
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Fleess make arrangemants % bave the lettering -
on all sirns at present bearing the designation United States,
Bureau of Investigation changed to read, instead thareof, - .-
Divielon of Investigation. ZTbe following signs should | T
_shanged: ;o CL . R P A St
Bign in front of elevator on third floofy ~¥ .. -
Door signs im Booms 313, 8524, 526, and 438, - 0.
R Depertment of Justice bulletin board on firss nm
Division Memoraniwm £6
Fisoal Year 1934,
LR : :
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Mr, Nathan.......
Mr. Tolean . %,
Mr, Clezr,...‘../....
M{. Edwarde ...

* DIRECTOR
. 3. Bureau of Infrestigation Mr. EgaN.........
. Mr. Huzhn coeeene
Bepartment of Justice Mr. Locke........
——— Tashington, B.0. . Ly
. Septembér 7, 1933. X
mbmw FOR THE DIRECTOR. : o

-

is ettached a copy of the release

Ther
entitled "Thé¥zgvision of Investigation", dated
September 1 33. If it meets with your approval,

}it is contemplated that 200 copies of this release

will be printed. y_

Respectfully,

ZSHRD!

V. H. D. lester.
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DIVISION OF mvss'rxchon

From: Equipment Segtion

q

To: __ Director
____Mr. Nathan
—__Mr. Tolson
___ Mr. Edwards
___Mr. Clegg
___WMr. Quinn

__ Miss Gandy

ief, Unit
- 2 Ao _ Section

___Chief Clerk

____Supervisor, Steno. Pool.

__Mr.

3 Lo

2 1933

A1

R. C. Renneberger.
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John Edgar Hoover, Director

Washington, D. C.
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INTRODUCTION

"The Identification Unit is at your service everyday of the

of the Division of Investigetion, U. S. Depertment of Justice.

information which will tend to acquaint them with the types of

with the verious functions herein outlined.

"In brief, I aim at & sane, wholesome edministration.
The Department of Justice belongs to the people of
America. It is their servent ministering to their
needs and I bespeek for it the support end the good
opinion of all lew-ebidings citizens." -

e T e . o e ——— - = ———— s . -

 —— - e —— ——————— bt

yecre I trust thet you will avail yourselves at all times of its
desire to be of service to you." These quotationg are from ad-

¥ dresses made to peace officers by the Director of,Division of Investiga-
tion, and disclose & fundamental policy of cooperation and service
governing the operations and administration of this organization.

This publicetion is issued for the purpose of acqueinting
lew-enforcement officiels and egencies with the work end functions

this means it 18 hoped that there will be brought to peace officers

. It i8 & pleasure to guote the following statement from &
recent a‘sdress by the Attorney Generel of the United States concerning
the Depertment of Justice, of which this Division is en integral part:

WORK ANT FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

"The administretion of The Division of Investigation, U. S.
Department of Justice is based upon the well understood rule &nd poliey
that all Special Agents {n the field must work in close cooperation . .
with police officiels in their respective jurisdictions.n ¥***#sss*s .

service which are evailable, and for the further purpose of encourag-
ing a wider use of the facilities of this Division. There is being
presented an outline of the investigative, fingerprint identification
and crime statistics functions of the Division, and it is suggested
that this publicction be reteined for your future reference and
guidance whenever an opportunity arises for you to acquaint your-
gelf in greater detail with these functions. In the event any regu-
larly constituted law-enforcement official or agency is not at the
present time meking use of the facilities of this orgenization, or
in the event there hes been a limited perticipetion in these functions,
you are invited to meke full use of the opportunities in connection




WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF TH:Z DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

INVESTIGLTIVE FUNCTIONS

; . This Division hes investigative jurisdiction over all viola-‘\
. tions of Federzl Lews and matters in which the United Stetes is or mey
i} be a party in interest, except those matters specifically assigned by~- ot
= Congressional enectment or otherwise to other Federal agencies.. It '~ -~
) L} does not heve investigetive jurisdiction over violations of the COunter-:‘; DL
3

feiting, Nercotic, Customs and Smuggling, Postel or Immigration Laws.
Among those matters under the primary jurisdiction of this Division
" which receive most frequent attention are the following:

Administrative Investigations

Admirelty Lew Violations

Antitrust Laws

Applicants for Positions

Bank Embezzlements in District
of Columbia

Bankruptey Frauis

Bondamen and Sureties

Eridery

Civil Rights ané¢ Domestic
Violence Statute

Cleims Ageinst the United States

Cleims by the United States

Condemnation Proceedings

Conspiracies

Contempt of Court

Copyright Violations

Crimes on the High Seas

Crimes in Alaska

Crimes on Incian Reservetions -

Crimes on Government Reeervetions

Crime Statistics

Destruction of Govermnent Property

Espionege

Federel Kidneping Act

Federal Reserve Bank Act

Federal E:ght-Hour Law

Federel Disbarment Proceedings

Frauds ageinst the Government

Identification Useges

Illegal Wearing of Service Uniforms

Illegal Use of Government Transpore
tation Requests

Impersonetion of Fecleral Officials

Interstate Transportation of
Explosives Violations

Interstate Commerce Violations

Intimidation of Witnesses

Internetional Cleims

Larceny. from Interstete Shipments

Location of Esceped Federal Prisoners -

Location of Missing Witnesses
Mgratory Bird Act

National Bank Act

National Motor Vehicle Theft Lct
Neutrality Violations
Obstruction of Justice

Peonage Stetutes

Passports and Visas

Patent Violations - wedin L

Parole and Probation Violatione

Per jury ' -

Personnel Investigations .

Red Cross Violations

Seed Loan Act T ‘

Theft or Enbezzlement of Government
Property .

Treason

Veterans éureau Violationa
White Slave Traffic Act
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TIORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

: The Director of the Division of Inveafigation has under
his jurisdiction twenty-three field offices loceted throughout the

United States.

Each field office is under the immediate ad-

ministretion of e Special Agent in Charge who has supervision in his
respective district over the 1nvestigations of all offenses against

the lars of the United States which are under the jurisdiction of this -
Any information concerning e violetion of & law which.is in-

Division.

vestigeted by this Division coming to the attention of & law-enforce- B
ment officiel or peace officer should be sent by letter to the 8pocial L e

Agent in Charge of the district in which such officer is located.
the event the metter is urgent and requires expeditious attention, a

In . ;
:
LR

telegram may be sent "Government Rete Collect™ to the Special Agent

in Charge.

For your convenience there appears e mep of the United

‘States showing the territories covered by each of the field offices,
end by reference to this mep you will be able, when necessary, to
ascertsin to which office your communicetion should be addressed.
For your further convenience, the meil end telegraphiec address, es
well es telephone number, of eech of these offices is set forth.

Communicetions to a field office of this Division should

be addressed to the Special Agent in Charge at the city indicated.

YXail end telegraphic communicetions should be sent to the building

Special Agent in Charge, Division of Investiga-

224 Federel Building, Oklehoma City, Okla,

a‘cress., - For exemple:

tion, U_sg Department of Justice,

OFTTCE

. Birminghem, Ala.
*Boston, Mass.
Butte, Mont,
Charlotte, N. C.
Chicago, Ill.
Cincicnati, Obio .
Dallas, Texas ’
Detroit, Mich.
Jacksonville, Fla.
Kensas City, Mo,
Los Angeles, Celif,
New Orleans, La.
New York, N. Y.
Oklehome City, Okle.

Portlend, Oregon
‘Salt Leke City, Utsh
Sen Antonio, Texas
San Francisco, Celif.
St. Louis, Mo.

St, Paul, Minn.
Washington, D. C.

BUILDING ATDRESS

201 Liberty Nat'l. Life
Federal

Federal

18086 First Nat'l. Bank

1900 Bankers!

1420 Enquirer

Post Office

625 Lafeyette

Atlantic Net'l, Bk.Bldg.Annex
805 Federal Reserve Bank

619 Federsal

3265 Post Office
370 Lexington Ave., Rm.1403
224 Federel
735 Philadelphia Saving Fund
1206 Lew and Finance
“01d Post Office
900 Ezra Thompson
1216 Smith-Young Tower
318 Hewes Bldg.
801 Title Gueranty
203 Post Office
Hurley-%right

TELEPHONE NO.

7-1755 :

2=4734 h
3-4127 ..
Andover 2411
Parkway 4441
2-3866
Cadillac 2835
5-8209
Victor 3054
Mutual 2201
Raymond 1965
Caledonia 5-2601
2-8204
Walnut 2213
Grant 2727
yadway—0
Wesatch 1797
Fannin 8052
Hemlock 4400
Central 1650
Garfield 2193
Netionel 0185

617

$The Boston, Mass., office is to be opened October 1, 1933,
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: WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

The Division of Investigation hes mo prosecutive juriudiction
or control. The prosecution of violations of Federal laws is a function
of the United States Attorneys in the various Federal judicial districts
throughout the United States. All information obtained by employees
of this Division relative to alleged wvioletions of Federal lews is sub-
mitted to the United States Attorney for his information and guidance
to determine whether prosecutions should be initiated sgainst the 1n-
dividuals involved, .

The following sumarized information deals with some of the
more frequent types of violations of Federal lews over which this
Division has investigative jurisdiction. From an examination of this
information there will be found en indicetion of the facte ¥
the Division desires to receive from State,or local officials wheli~
Federal prosecution is desired in order thet an appropriate investiga- -
tion mey be made and the facts submitted to the United States Attormey:

ANTITRUST LAWS

The Division of Investigetion is cherged with the duty of
collecting evidence of violations of the Federal antitrust laws.
Violetions of these statutes are usually reported by business concerns
which have suffered injury through reason of a combination or
conspirecy operating in restraint of trade between the Stztes. Any
informztion regerding contracts, combinetions, or conspiracies in
restraint of interstate trade, or tending toward & monopoly, and eny
acts of interference with interstete trade or commerce should be
reported,

BANKRUPTCY VIOLATIONS

It is the duty of the Division of Investigation to investi-
gate alleged violations which occur in the administration of the
Netional Bankruptcy Act. Violations of this act are usually reported
by referees in bankruptcy, trustees, credit associetions, or ereditors.
However, the Division will eppreciate receiving any information which
you may obtein relative to violetions of this act, such as concealing
money, merchandise, or property either before or arter the filing of
the benkruptey petition; concealing, destroying, mutilating, or falsi-
fying books and records before or after the bankruptcy petition
wes filed; receiving concealed property, or perjury or false claims,
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. WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

Informetion thet shipments were made from the bankrupt

store late at night or in a covert menner; that vans or trucks =
were loaded at the bankrupt's premises; that the bankrupt hastily -
liquidated his affairs immediately prior to closing by sacrifice ‘
or below-cost sales, all are significant of irregularities and are

@ materiel aid to the progress of the investigation. Attempts on

the part of the benkrupt to colleet 0ld accounts after proceedinga

have been 1nstituted also indicete possible violations.
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CRILES ON GOVZRIEENT R..SERV:.TIONS : .

The investigetion of crimes conmitted on Government
reservetions, including Indian reservations, or in any Government
building, or on other Government property, is under the jurisdiction
of the Division of Investigstion, and any information concerning
gl - such crimes should be forwarded to the nearest field office.

e SRR

[

) ESCAPED FEDER-L PRISONCRS £ FUGITIVES

The Division of Investigetion conducts investigations
for the purpose of locsting and ceusing the arrest of persons who
eére fugitives from justice by reeson of violetions of the Federal
lews over which the Division hes jurisdiction, of esceped
Federzl prisoners, and perole and probetion violators. When the
arrert of & Federal fugitive from justice is not brought about
within & reasonable time, there is issue’ what is known as an
Identificetion Order, which is distributed to pesce officers im all
parts of the country. These Identificetion Orders contein the
name, photograph, fingerprints end description of the fugitive
together with all aveiladble informstion which might prove helpful
in bringing about his arrest. When the fugitive is apprehended
an apprehension order is issued so thet all efforts to locete the
individuel may be discontinued. If you do not alreedy receive
t' cse orders, t“e Division will be pleased to place your naie on the
mailing list, .

t is highly 1mportant in investige‘ions releting to fugi-
tives from Ju*tice thet any informetion secured be forwarded to the
nearest field office without delay. The cooperation of State and
loczl officiels in this regird will bde appreciated.

———r e e e e - ¢ . -
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D RSONATION

Whenever information is received by a peace officer .
or law-enforce:.ent official which indicetes that an individual
hes felsely claimeld to be an officer or employee of the United
Stetes and that such indiviiual fraudulently acted &s if he . -
were a Federal officer, or thet he obtained or demended anything ..~
of velue, such es loans, credits, money, docurents, or the cash-
ing of checks, such information should be transmitted to the .
Division of Investigetion, which will begin an immediete inqpiry
to determine whether & Felerel law has been violated.- .

KDHuLeme kS

Uncer the provisions of en Act of Congress approved by
the President on June 22, 1932, whoever transports or efés in
transporting in interstate or foreign commerce any person who
has been unlawfully seized, confined, inveigled, decoyed, kid-
nepe?, ablucted, or carried awey by eny meens whatsoever end held
for rensom or rewerl, is guilty of violz=ting a Federal law, Also,
if two or more persons enter into an agreement, confederstion, or
conspirecy to violate the provisions of this act and do eny overt
act toward carrying out such unlewful agreement, confederetionm,.or
conspirecy, such person or persons are guilty of violeting the
Federcl kidneping lew. Ceses of this nature ere investigated dy
the Division of Investigetion and any informetion in the possession
of lew~-enforcement officials indiceting a violation of this law
stould be transmitted to the neerest field office.

LARCENY FROM INTTRSTATE SHIP!ENTS

Any facts which indicete that any person or persons have
stolen anything being shiped from one State to another State, from , :
a.y freight or express shipment or passenger car, or that any person .
has received anything which was stolen trom such shipments ahould be '
reported to the proper field ortice. .

NATIONAL BANK AND FEDERAL RESERVE ACTS

These statutes specify eriminal offenses on the pert or
employees or agents of institutions coming under the jurisdiction of
the above acts, such as embezzlement, &bstraction, or misepplication
of funds, and the meking of false entries in the books of a national = R
benk or & member bank of the Federal Reserve System, or in reports to’ o -
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the Comptroller of the Currency. The Division of Investigetion hée_
investigative jurisdiction over such offenses and desires to receive
PN eny informetion indicating a violation of the provisions of these

, acts, -

RATIONAL MCTOR VEHICLE THEFT ACT

Persons who transport a stolen motor vehicle from one State
to another State, knowing the same to have been Btolen, may be prose-
cuted in the United States courts for the transportation of the stolen
vehicle. Also, persons who receive, conceel, store, berter, sell, or

constitutes, interstate or foreign commerce, kmowing the same to have
been stolen, may be prosecuted in the United States Courts under this
act, wxich is also known as the Dyer Act.

When an indi{vidual is found in possession of an sutomobile
eand there is reason to believe that his possession of the motor
vehicle is not lawful and thet the said motor vehicle hes been stolen
eni trensported in interstate or foreign commerce, if the facts are
called to the attention of the Division an imvestigation will be made
to determine whether there has been a violaiion of the Netional Motor
Vehicle Thert Act.

THIFT, EMECZZLEENT, OR ILLEGAL POSSELSION OF
GOV_-RILZ/T PROPERTY

It is a violation of a Federal law to embezzle, purloin, or
steal any property of the United States, or to receive such property
knowins the same to have been stolen. This Division has investigative
Jurisdiction over offenses of this neture. :

WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT

The White Slave Traffic Act is frequently referred to es the
Xenn Act. This act provides that any person who shall knowingly trans-
port or cause to be transported, or aid or assist in obtaining trans-
portation for, or in tremsporting, in interstate or foreign commerce,
any woman or girl for the purpose of prostitution or debauchery, or to
engaege in other immorel practices, shall be deemed guilty of a felony.
The Division of Investigetion is desirous of receiving any information.
which comes to your attention indicating & viole:ion of this act.,

Ay
-,
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dispose of any motor vehicle moving &s, or which is & part of, or which
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Insert photogreph
of
TYPING SECTION

Photogreph of the Typing Section - Identification Unit

Insert photograph e
of
TZECHNNICAL SECTION T

Photogreph of a Portion of the Technicel Section of the Identification Uhit
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VIORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THSE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

TDENTIFICATION FUNCTIONS

The Division of Investigetion, in addition to its frield
investigetive offices, mainteins an Identification Unit at
Weskington, D, C., which serves as a central clearing house of
records pertaining to eriminals, The information conteined in
the Division's identificetion files is based primerily upon finger-
prints, which constitute the lergest end most complete collection
of current value in existence. :

iidex cards in the Division's archives. The chert -
which eppeers in this pamphlet {llustrating the growth of this work
since i1ts inception in 1924 through the fiscel year ended June 30,
1933, reflects gratifying progress made possible by the cooperation
of lew-enforcezent officials throughout the Unfted States and foreign

o, 99 568 ._On Augustd, 1033, there were@lngefprint rec- '
,———‘—"ZL oTds—enI(4, 947, 460

countries. On Augustdl, anproximately 2,200 fingerprint recorés were
being received in the’Mdentification Division deaily from(6,0C0)con-
tributing law-enforcement agencies throughout the world. :

A1) peace officers are invited to avail themselves of the
dete on file in the Identificetion Unit of the Division of Investiga-
tion. The service is given without cost to all regulerly constituted
law-enforcement officers end acencies desiring it. Fingerprint cards,
franked eanvelopes, the pamphlet entitled "How to Teke Fingerprints,”
end disposition sheets for the purpose of reporting dispositions

to the Division are supplied gretis. The Division elso furnishes upon

req-est copies of {ts pamphlets on the subjcct of latent fingerprints;
court decisions as to the legality of taking fingerprints and the

a‘missibility of fingcerprint evidence; and the modification and exten~-

sion of the Henry system of identification, devised by the Division's
experts and eprlied to i1ts own technicel files. -

Upon receipt of a fingerprint card from a contributing
lew-enforcement agency, a letter giving the criminal record, or
inforning of the fact thet no prior record hes been located, is
sent to the contributor. An additionel copy of the letter citing
& prior recor? is transmitted in arrest ceses for the benefit of
the prosecutor as an aié in prosecuting the individual who hes a
previous record of errest. This record is elso of value to the
Juice before whom & case is tried, as it is oftentimes studied ,
before determining the length and cheracter of sentence which the
court imposes on a convicted person. ) :

10
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The Division places notztions in the files ot its Identifice-
tion Tnit upon request of peace officers, indiceting thet the arrest of
en individuel is desired as & fugitiv:=. Throuch this procedure, efter .
clavsifring end szerchins incoming c:ris, ebout 35C p-rsons wanted for
v-.rious types of offenses rancing from misdemeanor to murder or as escaped.
prisoners or perole violators are identified each month.’ This service . E
1s amalified and 1ts velue enhanced by the Division's action in publishing
¢ distributing to contributors of finrerprints, monthly bulletins
listlnc fuzitives wante? throughout the country for re jor crimes,

Th7z bulletln 2lso conteins articles of current interest to lew-en-
forcene:* officers, suct es treatises on lateat fingerprints, ciphers. = -
or siniler z=-bjects of & scientific cherecter in the field of crimi- Ll
nolo~y studied in the Division's research ané criminologicel ledoratory.

Tor the benefit of consiituted authorities these finger-

~print records ere £lso used on frequent occesions to ileztify unknown

decessed persons &S vell as in?ividuels, whko, because of some melady,
heve forgotten their identity. Likewiee, 1t proves of vealue in
deternaining if eprplicszntis for positione, unler the Civil Service of
the Felerel, stete, county or municipel governmexnts, h.ve & previous
record on file vwhich migkt show the epnlicent is not of a proper char-
acter to receive the eppointrent. :

In majinteining i1ts fingerprint files, the Division of
Investigation employs the Fenry system with current extensions, which
utilizes 211 10 fincers considerec as & unit for the classificetion and
filinc of prints. In acdition there is mainteined & separate collec-
tion of fincerprints of kidnepers an¢ extiortionists, which ere filed
individually or singly. This collection is en suxiliery to the main file
e1d is used primerily for the purpose of identifying latent fingerprints
left at the scenes of crimes by kidnapers an’ extortionists. Unless _
l:.tent fingerprints of such offenders cre tl.ose of the individuals whose
separate irpressions are filed in the sinzle-print collection, it is
difficult for <he Tivision to identify the l=tent prints. However, if '
tr.e n:mes or eliases of eny suspects are furnished the Tivision together
with decscriptive information, then the actuel prints mey be compered s
with the letent imprecsions end thus it may be possidble to esteblish an L

identification.

In con’ucting its identification work, the Division.
of Invectigation is essentially a cooperetive organizetion
and cen furnish to contributing lew-enforcenent ecencies only that
infometion which it receives from them. The aessistance of the
police, sheriffe, warlens, state identification bureaus, and similar

11
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YORE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

agencies has.h£§£$very gratifying, but despite the splendid results
which have been accomplished, it is felt thet this Division can render
ven more effective service when it receives all of the fingerprint
records which law-enforcement officials are in a position to furnish.
It i3 obvious thet even better service cen be given by the Division
as its records becamemore complete, All peace officers are there-
fore invited to meke the fullest possible use of this cooperative :
project. :

A pamphlet has been prepared an? is availsble entitled
"How to Take Fingerprints,”™ which contains instructions concerning
8 simple and stendardized method of taking fingerprints, end which
also refers further to the Division's identificetion activities, in-

clucing its participetion in an international exchange of fingers
prints with the identificetion burecus ofM for
the purpose of identifyinz criminels who may have records of an
international character., The prints of persons arrested in the
United States will be sent upon request to eny of these foreign
identification buresus. Any lew-enforcenent officer who is now,

or mey desire to become & contributor of fingerprints to the

Division of Investigetion in i{ts identificstion work, will be supplied
with 2 copy of this pamphlet upon request, The cost of the equipment
necessary to teke the prints is triviel; in fect it mey de im-
provised locelly with but slight expense. This Division will supply
the neeced cerds end envelopes which require no postage, without cost,
while the benefits of t'e informction furnished by the Division are
menifold and so fer outweigh thc relatively small amount of work
involved, thet the service is usually continued after initial
fingerprinting activities are started.

12
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CRIVE STATISTICS FUNCTIONS

In accordance with an Act of Congress epproved June 11, 1930,
the Division of Investigetion begen the compilstion of uniform crime
statistics., The collection of such crime data had been initiated by
the Committee on Uniform Crime Records of the Internetional Association
of Chiefs of Police in Janu-ry of thet yeer in respomse to a long-felt
need for compareble crime statistics on a nation-wide acale.

The system of uniform crime reporting 1ncludes monthly and
annuel reports of offenses known and offenses cleared by arrest and
an ennual report of the number of persons cherged, i.e., held for
prosecution, by the police. This Division provides the necessary re-
turn forms &n? telly sheets, end return envelopes which require no
postage. There is also availeble for distribution to interested law-
enforcement agencies the Manual, "Uniform Crime Reporting,” which
includes detailed instructions with reference to the preparation of
the crime reports, end in a:dition describes and illustrates the
police record forms which, if meinteined, will make available the
data desired in the monthly end annual crime returns submitted to
the Division.

In order to supplement the statistics obtained from tle
records described above, the Division periodically mekes tebulations
of date from the fingerprint cerds currextly received from law-en-
forcement officiels throughout the country. The informetion tabu-
leted from these records pertains particularly to the age and pre-
vious criminel history of persons arrested and fingerprinted. This
informetion, together with the deta obtained from the uniform ecrime
reports, is published in & quarterly bulletin which is mailed to all
interested law-enforcenenmtofficials, as well es others having &
special interest in stetistics of this character,

Due in no small meesure to the cooperation of police de-
pertaents and other similar agencies throughout the country the .
project of collecting uniform crime reports has shown continued
progress during the past three years. In 1930 monthly returns were
received from 1,127 cities, representing a total population of .
45,929,965; in 1931 returns were received from 1,511 cities, repre~
senting e total population of 51,145,734; during 1932 there were - .
1,573 cities, with en aggregete populetion of 53,212,230, and during
the first f13 months of 1923 there were 1,588 cities, with a totsl
popul:tion of epproximesedy 54,000,000, which contributed the crime .
reports. A majority of the 1arger clfies throughout the country send
these reports regularly to the, Division. Any lew-enforcement officials
who are not now contributinc euch reports are invited to do so, end

the necessary blank forms may be obteined without cost from this Division.
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